
Drive Cable Replacement - JS26/JM26 

 

 

c Caution: Avoid Injury! Stop engine and wait for all moving parts to stop before doing any 
service or adjustments on the machine. Disconnect spark plug and wait for all components to 
cool before working on machine. 
 

1. Remove the grass bag, if attached. 

 

c Caution: Avoid Injury! Blades are sharp. Always wear gloves when handling blades or 
working near blades. 
 

Important: Avoid Damage! To help prevent air cleaner damage and hard starting, turn mower so 
the muffler side is down. 
 

Note: Be sure the spark plug is disconnected and the fuel tank is at least half empty before 
tipping mower on its side. 

2. Tip mower over to rest on its side with the muffler down. Blocks can be placed under the 
handle bracket to keep the side slightly elevated. 

Note: It is not necessary to remove the blade when removing the belt covers or replacing the 
drive belt. 
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3. Loosen two bolts (A) securing belt guides (B). 
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4. Remove two torx head screws (C).  
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5. Remove belt cover (D). 
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6. Remove cable end (E) from transaxle housing (F). 

7. Squeeze cable bushing (G) and remove cable from deck housing. 
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8. Disconnect the cable spring (L) from the handle. 

9. Remove cap screw (M) securing cable adjuster (N) and cable to handle bar. 

Installation: 

Installation is in reverse order of removal. 

Adjust ground speed as necessary. See "Ground Speed Adjustment" on page 103. 

Ground Speed Adjustment 
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When the operator presence control bar (A) is held back against the MowMentum drive handle 
(B), and the drive handle is moved forward, the drive unit is engaged. Pushing the drive handle 
further forward increases the ground speed. Pulling the drive handle back decreases ground 
speed and will ultimately disengage the drive unit. 

This occurs because the drive handle is connected to the traction drive belt tensioning 
mechanism by a cable (C) that runs under the left side of the handle assembly. As the drive belt 
wears, belt tension decreases, and ground speed at a given drive handle position changes. 

To adjust the ground speed as it relates to drive handle position, the drive cable (C) must be 
adjusted: 

 

c Caution: Avoid Injury! Do not make cable adjustment with the engine running. 
 

Note: Descriptions are based on the operator facing forward. 

If the cable or drive belt have been replaced the initial cable setting is to have 1.25 cm (1/2 inch) 
of exposed threads above the thumbwheel block. 

Note: After adjustment the drive system should pull the mower through mowing conditions, and 
disengage when drive handle is pulled all the way back. 

Adjustment: 
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Locate the drive cable (C) and thumbwheel adjuster (D) under the left side of the handle 
assembly. 

Rotate the thumbwheel upward (counter-clockwise) to increase belt tension (drive speed), or 
downward (clockwise) to decrease belt tension (drive speed), as desired. 



Start engine and check that drive system operates properly and pulls mower in cutting conditions 
when drive handle is engaged. 

If drive system does not disengage when drive handle is pulled all the way back, adjust 
thumbwheel downward (clockwise) to decrease belt tension. Start engine and check for proper 
disengagement. 

 


