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Parts in Kit

NOTE: Once the mulch blades are installed, they do not 
have to be removed to collect grass. In general use, 
mulching blades on X300R and X305R work for both 
mulching and collecting. In very long grass, bagging 
performance may be improved by installing original 
blades.

NOTE: Retain these installation instructions with your 
machine operator’s manual. 

Parking Safely

1. Stop machine on a level surface, not on a slope.

2. Disengage mower blades or any other attachments.

3. Lower attachments to the ground.

4. Lock the park brake.

5. Stop the engine.

6. Remove the key.

7. Wait for engine and all moving parts to stop before you 
leave the operator’s seat.

8. Close fuel shut-off valve, if your machine is equipped.

9. Disconnect the negative battery cable or remove the 
spark plug wire(s) (for gasoline engines) before servicing 
the machine.

Prepare Machine

1. Remove mower deck and clean underside of deck. 
Refer to machine operator’s manual for procedure.

2. Remove and retain the nut and washer securing each 
standard blade. Remove the standard blades and store for 
later use.

Install Mulch Blades

NOTE: The two mower blades for this deck rotate in 
opposite directions - at the front of the deck, each 
blade is rotating outward. The blades must be installed 
in the correct position.

MX38860

Picture Note: Gauge wheels are at front of deck. 
Correct blade rotation is shown.

1. Install the left (A) and right (B) blades, aligning the 
splined center hole on each blade with the splined spindle 
shafts, and the cutting edges toward the ground. Make sure 
that blades are installed so that the cutting edges (C) of the 
blades are the leading edges when rotating in the proper 
direction.

2. Secure blades with washers and nuts, removed earlier. 

Qty. Description

1 Mulch Plug Assembly

1 Blade, LH

1 Blade, RH

2 Washer

2 Wing Nut

c CAUTION: Avoid injury! Blades are sharp and 
can cut. Use caution and wear gloves when 
handling blades or working near blades.

c CAUTION: Avoid injury! Blades are sharp and 
can cut. Use caution and wear gloves when 
handling blades or working near blades.
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Tighten to 68 N•m (50 lb-ft).

Install Mulch Plug

NOTE: Do not remove the angled bracket (C) and 
attaching hardware at the front of the mower deck 
discharge opening when installing the mulch plug. The 
mulch plug is designed to be installed over the bracket.

MX38861

Picture Note: Underside of deck shown.

1. Install the mulch plug assembly (D) to cover the 
discharge opening in the center of the deck. The mulch 
plug must be tilted in place, so that the small lip (E) at the 
inside corner of the rear notch in the mulch plug hooks over 
the top of the outward corner (F) at the rear of the opening 
in the deck weldment. This will secure the rear of the mulch 
plug.

MX38862

Picture Note: Underside of deck shown.

2. Tilt the mulch plug to the mower deck, over the angle 
bracket, with the two mounting holes (F) at the front side of 
the mulch plug over the attaching hardware for the angle 
bracket. Secure the mulch plug by installing a washer (G) 

and wing nut (H) over each of the two angle bracket bolts. 
Tighten wing nuts.

NOTE: Do not remove discharge chute when operating 
with mulch plug installed. Discharge chute, and either 
hopper or deflector, must be in place to operate mower.

3. Install mower deck.

Remove Mulch Plug

NOTE: Remove mulch plug to collect or discharge 
grass. It is not necessary to remove mulch blades. In 
very long grass, bagging performance may be 
improved by installing original blades.

1. Park machine on level surface, not on a slope.

2. Stop engine, lock park brake and remove key.

3. Remove mower deck. Refer to machine operator’s 
manual for procedure.

4. Remove wing nuts and washers securing front of mulch 
plug.

5. Tilt mulch plug out of discharge opening in mower deck. 
Store mulch plug, washers and wing nuts for later use.

6. Install mower deck.
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